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Latest News from Colombia at COP26
“We have to act now.”
Read President Duque’s full remarks about the urgency of
addressing climate change.
Presidents Duque and Biden Take on Climate Change Together
with Other World Leaders | Historic Agreements to Combat
Climate Change Among President Duque’s COP26
Accomplishments | Energy Transition Is the ‘Most Important
Policy’ to Accelerate the Fight Against Climate Change, Says
President Duque

Presidents Duque and Biden Take on Climate Change
Together with Other World Leaders

Meeting at COP26 in Glasgow earlier this week, Colombian President
Ivan Duque and U.S. President Joe Biden discussed the significance of
developing sustainable infrastructure to fight climate change. Colombian
Ambassador to the USA Juan Carlos Pinzón also attended the meeting.

“Colombia is in the heart of President Biden,” said President Duque after
meeting with President Biden.

President Duque also met with U.S. Special Envoy for Climate, John
Kerry; the President of France, Emmanuel Macron; the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, Boris Johnson; the Prime Minister of Norway, Jonas
Gahr Støre; and the Minister of the Environment of the United Kingdom,
Lord Zac Goldsmith, among other international dignitaries.

Historic Agreements to Combat Climate Change Among
President Duque’s COP26 Accomplishments

Signs historic agreement to expand protected marine areas by 16
million hectares: President Duque and the presidents of Costa Rica,
Carlos Alvarado Quesada, Ecuador, Guillermo Lasso, and Panama,
Laurentino Cortizo, signed the extension of their marine protected areas
in the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor. The Development Bank of
Latin America (CAF) announced USD $1 million to assist with the
expansion.

“What we are doing this afternoon is historic. It is historical in
environmental terms, it is historical in conservation, it is historical in
the protection of the seas and oceans, and it is historical in teamwork,”
said President Duque, who led the initiative.
Read more

Announces reaching 30x30 goal eight years early in meeting with
Jeff Bezos: President Duque announced he will meet the 30x30 Initiative
goal to protect at least 30% of Colombia’s seas by 2030 eight years
ahead of schedule in 2022.

Secures USD $33.5 million from Germany, Norway and the U.K. to
fight deforestation: Due to Colombia's results in the fight against
deforestation, Germany, Norway and the United Kingdom announced a
USD $33.5 million disbursement for the country to continue its efforts.

Read more

Launches the Eden for the Meta Project: In the company of Prince
Charles of Wales and within the framework of the cooperation between
Colombia and the U.K., President Duque presented the Eden Project, an
initiative led by the Ministry of the Environment of Colombia and the
Humboldt Institute for the implementation of a Center for Science and
Education in the Meta.

In addition to research, educational and environmental conservation
activities, the Center will develop different models of sustainable economy
for the economic reactivation of the region, for the benefit of the Llanos
Orientales communities.
Read more

Advances green hydrogen development: President Duque and
Andrew Forrest, CEO of the Fortescue Metals Group, signed a
memorandum of understanding for the multinational firm to invest in the
development of green hydrogen in Colombia.

Helps launch OECD’s International Program of Action on Climate
(IPAC): President Duque helped launch the IPAC, a key tool for
monitoring, evaluating and improving policies and programs of countries
in the fight against the effects of climate change and protection of the
environment.

“The IPAC is going to become the most important monitoring tool for
environmental policies so that everything we are committing to can be
followed up and tracked and based on data and evidence,” said
President Duque.
Read more

Proposes creating a global coalition to ensure fair prices in carbon
markets: During the event ‘Equity in carbon markets’, President Duque
proposed creating a global coalition to establish fair prices in this sector
in order to generate resources aimed at financing climate change
policies.

“The only way to finance climate action is by establishing mechanisms
to obtain resources from both the private sector and the markets and,
in my opinion, that requires that this debate be translated into positive
action,” he said.
Read more

Launches international strategy to achieve carbon neutrality in
Colombia by 2050: President Duque launched the Long-Term Climate
Strategy of Colombia, which is a roadmap to achieve carbon neutrality
and become an adapted and climate resilient country by the year 2050.
The “Road to Zero” E2050 strategy received support from Mauricio
Claver-Carone, President of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
and Philippe Lacoste, Director of Sustainable Development of France.

Read more

Leads World Balance negotiations: Colombia was chosen, together
with the European Union, to lead the COP26 World Balance negotiations,
one of the most important topics of the summit.

“That Colombia leads one of the most important negotiations at
COP26 is a recognition of the active role that the country has played in
these discussions, always seeking to place science at the center of
decisions …,” said Colombian Minister of the Environment Carlos
Eduardo Correa.

Energy Transition Is the ‘Most Important Policy’ to
Accelerate the Fight Against Climate Change, Says
President Duque

While praising the “Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet,” a
Rockefeller Foundation initiative to promote clean energy, President
Duque declared that the most important policy to accelerate the fight
against climate change is energy transition.

“We are happy to join the alliance and we want to work with the
alliance. We want you to have a great impact in Colombia. The most
important policy to accelerate the path to zero is the energy transition,”
said President Duque.
· The Alliance brings together utilities from diverse areas, leading
manufacturers in the wind and solar PV supply chains, as well as industry
associations and innovation partners.
Read more
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